
Lighthouse Cabo Santa María – La Paloma, Uruguay

ROSSANA ALLENDE
AFSM Focal Point in Uruguay

Meeting of the AFSM Board & Focal Points

January 26, 2023 (via zoom)



Uruguay:
➢ population 3,6 million approximately
➢ Spanish language

La Paloma



PAN AMERICAN FOOT-and-MOUTH DISEASE CENTER 
PANAFTOSA

Duque de Caxias, RJ - Brazil

PANAFTOSA was my workplace while I worked with PAHO



AFSM LOCAL ACTIVITIES

• On February 2022 started the activities as focal point in Uruguay
• Attending AFSM meetings since March 2022
• June 2nd, 2022 - Meeting with Dr. Hernán Montenegro PWR Uruguay

• We receive the list of PAHO/WHO retirees residing in the country

• We discuss the need to contact retirees and inform about AFSM

• PWR agree to send a mail to them with our (local) brochure as 
attachment (still waiting news)

• A short text was prepared and send to Dr. Montenegro 

Anaconda Beach. La Paloma - Uruguay



AFSM LOCAL ACTIVITIES

• 17 PAHO/WHO retirees reside in Uruguay (March 2022,  List PWR)

• Cross checking information with data base sent by Hortensia Saginor we
found that:

• Four (4) of them are AFSM members

• Cross checking information with data base published by AFICS-UY:

• We got Email contact of 4 PAHO/WHO retirees (not AFSM members) 

• Email was sent to them inviting to join AFSM. No interest so far

Sea Birds (Gaviotin de Antifaz), La Paloma – Uruguay



AFSM LOCAL ACTIVITIES

• RELATIONSHIP with AFICS-UY

• AFICS-UY has 107 members residing in Uruguay

• Four (4) of them are AFSM members

• Mr. Carlos Bobba (former AFSM Focal Point) is member of the Editorial 
Board of AFICS-UY and facilitated the way to get authorization to publish
some AFICS articles in our AFSM Nwesletter.

• Considering the history and importance of AFICS in the Country, as focal 
point I have the challenge to identify the AFSM strengths that make the
difference when compared to AFICS  

Cuervillo de cañada. La Paloma - Uruguay



DATA TO BE CONSIDERED

• There is a total of 684 AFSM members (AFSM report 2022)

• 424 reside in USA

• 235 are in the greater Washington DC area

• 211 members are in Latin America area

• 28 members are in Caribbean countries

• 8 members reside in Canada

Preparing to fish brótola (Phycis blennoides). La Paloma, 
Uruguay 



AFSM Strengths:

• Updated information on matters related to the SHI

• Support to solve member problems/difficulties with SHI

• The figure of Designated Support Person

• Q & A related to PAHO/WHO Federal Credit Union

Harbor Breakwater. La Paloma-Uruguay

AFSM LOCAL ACTIVITIES: AFSM vs AFICS-UY



Garza Blanca Grande (Great Egret) Laguna de Rocha - Uruguay

IDEAS from LOCAL POINT of VIEW 
➢ Relationship with PAHO Staff Association:  Advocate for the

SA to inform retiring members of the existence of AFSM and 
the benefits of memebership

➢ Relationship with PAHO HR: 
- Check with HR about “preparing for retirement” 

webinars
- Advocate for them to be widely offered and with the

participation of an AFSM representative

➢ Meeting language: in English may be limiting for some
members (discouraging potential focal points)

➢ Letter to PWRs introducing “appointed” focal point



THANKS for your ATTENTION 

Anaconda Beach. La Paloma - Uruguay
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