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Countries represented by this Focal Point

• From the Bahamas in the north

• To Trinidad and Tobago in the 
south

• Including Belize in Central 
America

• And Suriname in South America



AFSM membership in the Caribbean

COUNTRY Member Retirees Non-member Retirees

Antigua & Barbuda 1 -

Bahamas 1 2

Barbados 3 ?

Belize 1 -

St. Kitts & Nevis 2 -

St. Vincent 1 -

Suriname 1 1

Trinidad & Tobago 9 8



Joys of being a Focal Person for AFSM

• Reconnecting myself with old friends and colleagues

• Being an instrument to re-establish old relationships

• Being able to help old friends with health insurance and pension 
issues

• Being a mutual support for each other as we age together



Some of our activities

• 2021 virtual Christmas party



Challenges of this FP in the Caribbean

• Wide spread of residences over thousands of square miles and 
separated by water

• Impossible to host non-virtual events

• Difficult to physically check on very elderly retirees who may not be 
mobile

• Retirees of the PWRs and the two closed centres had different 
remuneration and separation packages

• Difficulty in recruiting non-P retired staff into AFSM

• As a non-member of UNJSPF and SHI, this FP was ill-informed to advise 
retirees on such matters.  



Suggestions for improvement

• A more equitable membership fee structure to attract other former 
employees into AFSM

• An “each one call one” mechanism for retirees to check on each other
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